
When did you ®rst get exposed to kiteboarding and 
when did you start? At Lake McConaughy, NE, in 2001 
we saw some kites on the beach. I had seen it on the 
internet and wanted to see more. The local crew of about 
six guys told me to hang around and watch. They took me 
under their wing as the OG and showed me what they 
knew. We sold all our standup jet ski's and I bought my 
®rst kites. The rest is history!

What made you decide to get into the kiteboarding 
retail business and lessons? My wife and I saw some 
property for sale with a home and a large building that 
was being used as an auto repair shop, close to Lake 
McConaughy. We decided to try to buy it for a retirement 
place. After our offer was accepted we were sitting on the 
beach at the lake one night and I looked at my wife and said, 
ªWhy don't we open up a kiteboarding center in the old auto 
repair shop?º So we did! I just retired as a 25-year air traf®c 
controller so we can live the dream all summer long!

What brands do you represent and why? Best is our 
current school sponsor. They stepped right up and gave 
us a great shot at starting the school with state-of-the-
art equipment. We are a small shop so we stick to what 
works for us and for now, that's Best.

What is the kiteboarding scene like in your area? 
We started out as a small group of seven or so kiters 
hanging out helping each other. We have 20 miles of 
white sandy beach so there's lots of room for everybody. 

What make it special in your view? With the 
wide open launch spaces, we can all get along. 
Everybody seems to help each other out when it 
comes to launching or landing kites. Our group 
is expanding for sure. Whereas there used to be 
only six or seven kites out, now it's not unusual 
to see 20 to 30 kites at a time. The lake we ride 
on is 3 miles wide and 20 miles long so we can 
spread out in all directions when we need to.

Do you teach year round or seasonally? 
Our season runs from the beginning of 
May riding with wet or dry suits. By mid-
June, we are riding in swim suits through 
the end of September.

What is your idea of a perfect day? 
Side-on conditions, 20-25 knots, riding the 
4 to 5 foot rollers that kick up on the lake 
with my buddies! Having all our friends 
close by to yell out on the water when 
they do new tricks or just hang out on the 
beach is always fun.

Any issues or everything all good? 
Everything is good for now. We still deal 
with the occasional new kiter that puts 
a kite too close to some campers. We 

usually back each other up and tell that person right away 
this is how to do it. We don't ever want to jeopardize our 
riding spot.

How does your shop support the kiteboarding 
community? Most of our kiters are from the front range 
of Colorado, three hours away. We have offered free 
lessons and trainer kites as draw gifts to the local Kites 
and Castles Event that is held here every July at Lake 
McConaughy. We are here to answer any questions new 
kiters to the area might have when they arrive at the lake. 

Are you involved in helping the local community 
in general? We belong to the local Ogallala Chamber 
of Commerce. We help them promote Lake McConaughy 
at their booth at all the Expo's they attend in Denver 
and Nebraska.

What tips can you offer kiteboarders who want 
to learn your area? Go online and check out 
www.lakemcconaughy.com or our site at 
www.thekiteranch.com. 

What is the best time of the year to learn and what 
kind of conditions do you teach in? If you don't mind 
some cold water, our early season has good wind. Mid-
summer is hot with warm water and lighter winds. Fall 
brings our best wind with warm water and cool nights. 
Early to mid-summer, we teach in deep water with full jet 
ski support. Later in the year we are able to ®nd shallow 
water to teach in through the end of the season. 

Where do you draw riders from? Mainly the front 
range of Colorado, but we have had people from Omaha 
and the western slopes of Colorado come our way. 

What tips can you offer experienced kiters who 
want to come kite your area? Check the local weather 
reports for wind forecast at: www.nws.noaa.gov Have a 
full range of kites; we mostly use 9 thru 17 meter kites. 

What tips can you offer visiting kiteboarders who 
want to hook up with local riders and kite in your 
area? Go to the Rocky Mountain Kiters Assocaiation 
(RMKA) yahoo group for front range of Colorado riders, or 
come to our website at www.thekiteranch.com. 

By Marina Chang

Two new exciting competition events have 
popped onto the North American scene to 
complete the 2008 year. The Cocoa Beach 
Hilton in Florida, in cooperation with Xrated 
Kiteboarding, Kitetricity Kiteboarding and The 
Kiteboarder Magazine, will host a freestyle 
pro-am competition on November 7, 8 and 
9. With a $5-10k minimum purse, the event 
will also kick off one of the ®rst stops on 
the Collegiate Kiteboarding Association's 
2008/2009 tour. Details are still in the works 
so check the news at www.thekiteboarder.
com or www.collegiatekiteboarding.com for 
complete details.

Three days later just 30 minutes from Miami, 
the beautiful Caribbean island of Bimini will 
kick off the ®rst annual ªBimini Windsº event, 
presented by the Bimini Bay Resort and 
Adventure Sports Miami in cooperation with the 
Bahamas Tourism Board. From November 12 
through 16, kiteboarders, friends and families 
are invited for a week of comps including pro 
course racing and a kicker/slider contest, as 
well as beginner to advanced lessons and all 
around fun. Three schools will be on hand for 
lessons during the ®ve-day event and for non-
kiters or in case of no wind, Bimini offers shark 
and wild dolphin dives, spear®shing, kayaking, 
SUP boards and plenty more to keep everyone 
entertained. See www.adventuresportsmiami.
com for registration and more info. 

www.kiteboarding.com 
has started a unique 
new Team Member 
program where you 
and your buddies can 
earn 3% discounts and 
credits on gear and 

accessories. Just go online to sign up and you 
will receive a unique code to place on business 
cards and hand out to friends and other kiters. 
Anytime someone makes a purchase on 
kiteboarding.com and enters your unique code, 
you and buyer will earn an automatic credit. 
The program costs $15 to become a member 
and includes a kiteboarding.com t-shirt and 
supply of business cards. 
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The lake provide ample room for land and water lessons. 
Photo Sam Scrofani
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SHOP TALK

OWNER: Bob Stalker, co-owner with my wife, Billie

NICKNAME: THE OLD GUY

AGES: 50

LOCATION: Lake McConaughy, NE

RIDING FOR HOW LONG: 7 years

FAVORITE CONDITIONS: Side-on 20-25 
knots with 4-5 foot rollers on Lake McConaughy
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Bob squeezes in a session before 
teaching. Photo James Brown


